The cellular role of protein kinases (PKs) have been studied extensively, but relatively little is known as to how specific expression of PKs mediate early development and differentiation.
The cellular role of protein kinases (PKs) have been studied extensively, but relatively little is known as to how specific expression of PKs mediate early development and differentiation.
We have used directed differentiation of ES cells towards the mesendodermal lineage in combination with microarray analysis to identify a set of PKs that are induced upon differentiation from the pluripotent stage. From these kinases, we identified one previously uncharacterised kinase, Vlk (Vertebrate lonesome kinase) that is well conserved in vertebrates, but which has no homo- 
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